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 TITLE: Joint statement of the delegates of the Dene Nation, Inuvialuit and Northwest Territory 
Métis Nation at the Nagwichoonjik Water Summit 

 
 
PREAMBLE: 

A. Representatives of the Dene Nation, Inuvialuit and Northwest Territory Métis Nation met with 
Indigenous delegates and knowledge-holders to discuss water issues, concerns and potential solutions 
at the first Water Summit, hosted in Inuvik, NT, March 13th to 17th, 2023;  

B. The Indigenous Peoples across the territories of the Dene Nations, Inuvialuit and Northwest Territory 
Métis Nation are the stewards of the lands and the waters that are most affected by downstream 
impacts and transboundary matters; 

C. As the Dene Nation, Inuvialuit and Northwest Territory Métis Nation, we have always stewarded our 
lands and waters in accordance with our inherent laws, rights and practices; 

D. For decades, Canada, Alberta and other provincial/territorial governments have permitted development 
in the Mackenzie Water Basin, including tar sands development, without regard for sustainability and 
the cumulative impacts on the ecosystem and Indigenous rights, culture and way of life;  

E. These issues are exemplified by failures on the management of tailings ponds, including the recent 
tailings leak from the Imperial Oil Kearl project;  

F. Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation shared an update with Nagwichoonjik Water Summit delegates on 
efforts to date to protect their lands and waters and they are seeking commitments from Canada and 
Alberta; 

G. The impacts of development, contaminants and climate change are felt throughout the Mackenzie 
Water Basin and flowing into international waters in the Beaufort Sea and Arctic marine environment; 

H. The way of life of the Indigenous Peoples of the Northwest Territories is adversely affected by 
contaminants; 

I. Indigenous Peoples must participate as full partners in the Northern Contaminants Program to lead and 
guide monitoring efforts and support community engagement;  

 



       
 

J O I N T  S T A T E M E N T  M A R C H  1 6 , 2 0 2 3  

 
Nagwichoonjik Water Summit, March 13th – 17th, 2023, Inuvik, NT 

 

Joint Statement March 16, 2023 

2 
 

THEREFORE, we, the Water Summit delegates of the Dene Nation, Inuvialuit and Northwest 
Territory Métis Nation, jointly state that we support: 
 
1. The respect and inclusion of Traditional/Indigenous Knowledge to better understand the impacts on our 

lands and waters, and to guide any future studies;  
2. The Indigenous Nations in their efforts to address the health and environmental issues related to tar 

sands operations and releases from tailings ponds on their lands/waters;  
3. Seeking commitments from Canada, Alberta and other respective governments, including;  

a. new supports for Indigenous-led monitoring efforts; 

b. accountability from Alberta and industry on the management, notification and monitoring of 
tailings ponds and any leaks;  

c. commitments to fund an independent study by structural engineers to evaluate the integrity of 
all tar sand tailing ponds; 

d. an overhaul of the Mine Financial Security Program to ensure that industry pays for the 
reclamation and remediation of tar sand tailings ponds; 

e. commitments from Canada and respective governments to engage with Indigenous 
governments as full partners on regulatory development and reform efforts for tailings 
management; and 

f. commitments for a full independent investigation of the downstream impacts of tar sands 
pollution on water and air quality, aquatic ecosystems, and human health, including 
consideration of both Traditional/Indigenous Knowledge and Western Science; 
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4. The leadership and participation of Indigenous parties on future research and monitoring for all aspects 
of the ecosystem, as well as climate change and cumulative impacts, including impacts on water and 
related plant, fish and wildlife and human health; 

5. The development of a database for sharing observations among our peoples on climate change and 
impacts on our lands and waters; 

6. Improved funding support to develop the database and new Indigenous-led studies on climate change 
and cumulative impacts throughout the Mackenzie Water Basin; 

7. The full participation of Dene, Inuvialuit and Northwest Territory Métis Nation as leaders on all 
transboundary water matters;  

8. The commencement of key discussions with the current parties to the Master Agreement to address the 
need to update, modernize and amend the Mackenzie River Basin Transboundary Waters Master 
Agreement to include the Indigenous Peoples as full parties and modern participants; 

9. Additional, multi-year funding for Indigenous governments and our communities to better support the 
Northern Contaminants Program and support Indigenous-led contaminants monitoring; 

10. The use of new Northern Contaminants Program microplastic research funds to support Indigenous-led 
studies; 

11. The expansion of the Northern Contaminants Program mandate to consider contaminants from domestic 
Canadian sources, like the tar sands, abandoned mines, pulp mills, and hydroelectric projects, which 
also contribute to cross-boundary pollution; 

12. The establishment of partnerships with independent laboratories for the reliable and independent 
assessment of samples collected for contaminants testing, and the consistent requirement that the 
results must be fully reported to Indigenous communities; 

13. The hosting of another Water Summit, at a date and location to be determined. 
 




